HIGHLIGHTS.

Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council
proceedings only. The information contained within the Highlights is based
on approved material from within the associated agenda packages, linked at
the bottom. These reports were part of the agendas from the Committee
of the Whole Meeting on September 23 and Council Meeting on October
7. For more information on any item covered in the Highlights, each article
is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can be accessed by clicking
on the title. Images are also linked to relevant resources.
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Municipal Ice Storm Assistance Program
update

Following the severe ice storm that struck Simcoe County in late March
2025, the Province introduced the Municipal Ice Storm Assistance (MISA)
Program to support recovery efforts. The County has estimated storm-
related costs at $6.8 million and will submit all eligible expenses for
potential reimbursement under MISA. A Council resolution passed on
September 23, 2025, fulfills a key requirement for the application, which is
due by October 31.

Unlike previous disaster recovery programs, MISA does not require a
minimum spending threshold. Staff continue to compile documentation to
ensure all eligible costs are included in the final submission. It is estimated


https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151752/CCW%202025-230%20-%20Municipal%20Ice%20Storm%20Assistance%20Prog.pdf?handle=89FD5A2137984F8E9C594A3BB8D3950F
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151752/CCW%202025-230%20-%20Municipal%20Ice%20Storm%20Assistance%20Prog.pdf?handle=89FD5A2137984F8E9C594A3BB8D3950F
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151752/CCW%202025-230%20-%20Municipal%20Ice%20Storm%20Assistance%20Prog.pdf?handle=89FD5A2137984F8E9C594A3BB8D3950F

at this time that 75% of these costs will be eligible for MISA funding. The
25% differential will be funded by reserves and/or operating surplus to be
determined at year end.

To view the full report, please click here.

2025 Forecast Report

Council received the 2025 Forecast Report on September 23, outlining a
projected operating deficit of $2.5 million, representing 0.36% of the
County’s $693 million budget. The deficit is largely attributed to unexpected
costs from the March ice storm and harsh winter, which impacted Solid
Waste Management, Transportation & Engineering, and Community
Housing.

To address the shortfall, Council approved Option 2: covering the deficit
using reserve funds from the affected departments. Final amounts will be
confirmed at year-end, with $1.7M from the Waste Management reserve,
$700K from the Roads contingency reserve, and $100K from the Social
Housing reserve. This approach ensures compliance with the Municipal Act’s
requirement for a balanced budget.

To view the full report, please click here.


https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151752/CCW%202025-230%20-%20Municipal%20Ice%20Storm%20Assistance%20Prog.pdf?handle=89FD5A2137984F8E9C594A3BB8D3950F
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151770/CCW%202025-202%202025%20Forecast%20Report.pdf?handle=BB6A863A8FBE4398B25C7A92C680C8C8
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151770/CCW%202025-202%202025%20Forecast%20Report.pdf?handle=BB6A863A8FBE4398B25C7A92C680C8C8
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/document/151770/CCW%202025-202%202025%20Forecast%20Report.pdf?handle=BB6A863A8FBE4398B25C7A92C680C8C8
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County of Simcoe hosts 2025 Age-Friendly
Recognition Program and Awards
Ceremony

The County of Simcoe hosted its 2025 Age-Friendly Recognition Program
and Awards Ceremony on October 7 at the Administration Centre in
Midhurst. The event celebrated 13 local businesses for their commitment to
creating more inclusive and accessible environments for older adults, as
outlined in the Age-Friendly Business Recognition Guide. These businesses
were recognized for implementing best practices that support individuals of
all ages and abilities.

In addition, seven individuals received the Age-Friendly Individual
Recognition and Achievement Award for their leadership, compassion, and
dedication to enhancing the lives of older adults in their communities.
Hosted by CTV’s KC Colby and featuring a performance by UpBeat Groove,
the evening highlighted the County’s ongoing efforts to build a vibrant, age-
friendly Simcoe.

To view our news release, please click here.
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County hosts public meeting concerning
proposed municipal boundary adjustments

On Tuesday, October 14, the County hosted a public meeting in the Council
Chamber at the Simcoe County Administration Centre to provide the public
an opportunity to review and provide comments on the proposed municipal
boundary adjustments initiated by the City of Barrie.

To view details of the public meeting, please click here.
To view the YouTube recording of the public meeting, please click here.

To view Warden Basil Clarke’s statement regarding the annexation, please
click here.


https://simcoe.ca/government/clk/notices/
https://simcoe.ca/government/clk/notices/
https://simcoe.ca/government/clk/notices/
https://simcoe.ca/government/clk/notices/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XJOpd5_FjY
https://simcoe.ca/statement/county-council-raises-concerns-over-the-unstated-mandates-of-the-annexation-process-citing-risk-of-future-lost-revenues-impacted-services-and-lost-strategic-opportunities-for-county-residents/

Councillors visit newly renovated Simcoe
County Archives

Following eight months of transformative renovations, County Council
officially helped re-open the Simcoe County Archives on October 7 with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and guided tour led by Archives staff.

Key improvements at the Archives include a revitalized Reading Room,
enhanced staff workspace, a new digitization area, and sustainable flooring

installed throughout the facility.

To view more details, please click here.


https://simcoe.ca/featured-news/simcoe-county-archives-re-opens-to-public-after-undergoing-renovations?fbclid=IwY2xjawNbNS5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFtSVR4REluWnF6elBwU3ZGAR49T5uyov0rh6QViF2TmDT9nz9k47UEesbTPZWEcaHLO13dFKuYgI_Q0UQCxQ_aem_WbxGZiXVgLxCdJNlpkvSDg
https://simcoe.ca/featured-news/simcoe-county-archives-re-opens-to-public-after-undergoing-renovations?fbclid=IwY2xjawNbNS5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFtSVR4REluWnF6elBwU3ZGAR49T5uyov0rh6QViF2TmDT9nz9k47UEesbTPZWEcaHLO13dFKuYgI_Q0UQCxQ_aem_WbxGZiXVgLxCdJNlpkvSDg
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County honours emergency communication
heroes at Tri-Service Public Safety Awards
Ceremony

On October 10, the Simcoe County Tri-Service Public Safety
Communications Awards Ceremony shined a spotlight on the exceptional
dedication and service of call-takers, dispatchers, supervisors and a young
9-1-1 caller whose behind-the-scenes work help to keep our communities
safe.

To view our news release, please click here.

Committee of the Whole Agenda - September 23, 2025

Council Agenda - October 7, 2025
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https://simcoe.ca/advisory/county-to-honour-emergency-communication-heroes-at-tri-service-public-safety-awards-ceremony/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNbNW1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFtSVR4REluWnF6elBwU3ZGAR758UYzgURhW9xvmAoPhgZs9fk5eTpNrqXHo1VL9fYysChdnVZiBBEFWizVgw_aem_AJNCGNczLM1pV9AHnhGq7Q
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https://simcoe.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=1030
https://simcoe.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=1031
https://www.facebook.com/CountyofSimcoe
https://www.instagram.com/countyofsimcoe
https://twitter.com/simcoecounty
https://www.linkedin.com/company/county-of-simcoe
https://www.youtube.com/user/CountyofSimcoe

