
OFFICIAL PLAN TIMELINE
2004-2008

County of Simcoe Consultation

Provincial Consultation

Province enacts 
Places To Grow Act; 

consults on draft 
Growth Plan policies

Province puts  
Growth Plan into effect;  

County OP “must conform  
to Growth Plan”

5-year review  
of Official Plan 

(OP) begins

2004 2005

OP review put on hold 
while IGAP underway

2006

County assesses impacts  
of Growth Plan on the OP  

update; given need to conform  
with Growth Plan

2007

Provincial 
and External  
Actions

County
of Simcoe
Actions

March 2005 –  
new Provincial Policy  

Statement: Official Plan 
“must be consistent  

with policies”

Province undertakes  
Intergovernmental Action Plan (IGAP), 

including public consultation

Province enacts changes  
to the Planning Act;  
complete application  

requirements

Meetings between province, County, 
cities of Barrie and Orillia are  

conducted by Ontario Provincial  
Development Facilitator in an attempt  
to assign the 2031 population and  

employment forecasts from  
Schedule 3 of Growth Plan

County undertakes 
Growth Management  
Strategy: Simcoe Area 

Growth Plan with  
Hemson Consulting  
and sub-committees

2008

County Council  
approves Simcoe  

Area Growth Plan as  
input into County OP

County TMP approved 
by County Council

Province provides  
comments on Draft  
County Official Plan

Draft OP  
released  
for public  

consultation  
July 2008

 Five public open houses  
held throughout summer

Two statutory 
public  

meetings  
(August and 
September)

OP updated based 
on public feedback

County Council 
adopted OP  

November 25

County undertakes first  
Transportation Master Plan;   

extensive public consultation;  
approved by County Council 

 as input into County OP



OFFICIAL PLAN TIMELINE
2009-2012

County of Simcoe Consultation

Provincial Consultation

December 2009 – 
County appeals lack  
of decision to OMB

Provincial 
and External  
Actions

County
of Simcoe
Actions

2009 2010

County submits  
comments on  

Draft Growth Plan  
Amendment #1

2011

Province 
issues letter;

unable to make  
decision on 
County OP

 within 180 days 

Province enacts  
Green Energy Act, 2009

Province approves  
Lake Simcoe  

Protection Plan, 
2009

Province releases 
Vision Plan for Simcoe County

for Public Consultation

County provides  
detailed comments  

to province regarding  
proposed Vision Plan

Barrie/Innisfil 
Boundary 

Adjustment Act 
takes effect 

January 1, 2010

County and province  
undertake consultation  

with First Nations

County staff have meetings with  
Provincial staff on proposed 

 modifications to OP for  
possible partial approval

Province releases 
Proposed Growth 

Plan Amendment #1 
for Simcoe Area for 
Public Consultation

OPDF presents  
report to Minister  
of Infrastructure  

on proposed GPA 1

Premier appoints  
Ontario Provincial  

Development  
Facilitator to work 
with stakeholders 

on Proposed GPA 1 
throughout summer

County and Local  
Municipalities  

involved in OPDF  
consultation on  
Proposed GPA1

2012

January 19, 2012 – 
Province enacts Growth 

Plan Amendment 1  
for Simcoe Sub-Area;  

County OP must  
conform with GPA 1

County staff meets  
with provincial staff  

to understand GPA 1  
and conformity  
requirements  

Province undertakes  
review of Provincial 
Policy Statement – 
Public Consultation 

Process

Draft Modified OP  
released for  
public review  

and comments,  
summer 2012

Staff reports  
to County Council  
on feedback and  
recommended  
modifications



OFFICIAL PLAN TIMELINE
2013-PRESENT

2013

OMB sets 
procedural order 

for hearing, 
additional pre-hearings 

and approvals, and  
declares OMB  

hearing constitutes 
the public process

2014 2015

Provincial 
and External  
Actions

County
of Simcoe
Actions

County Council  
endorses Modified OP

March 5, 2013 –  
OMB Hearing begins –  

First Pre-hearing Conference  
to determine interested parties  

and participants

April 2013 –  
OMB issues  

Partial Approval of 
County OP

June 2013 – 
Province releases  

Growth Plan  
Amendment #2 –  

forecasted population and 
employment to 2041

County comments  
on Planning Act 

 and OMB Reform

Province undertakes 
Public Consultation 

on Planning Act  
and OMB Reforms

County advances  
work on OP approvals  
by phases – working  

together with  
provincial and  

local municipal staff

Province enacts New Provincial  
Policy Statement, 2014 effective 
April 30, 2014; County OP must  

be consistent with PPS 2014

Council approves
TMP updates

OMB Mediation  
undertaken to  

assist in obtaining  
resolution to  

certain matters

County continues  
meetings by phases – 

involving provincial  
and local municipal  

planning staff

Province introduces  
Proposed changes to  
Planning Act Bill 73 –  
Public Consultation

County Council  
requests staff hold  
public information  

session 

Province  
introduces public 
consultation on 
Provincial Plans 

 Public information  
sessions held  
April 20, 2015

OMB scheduled  
dates for May 8  

and July 10

County undertakes  
five-year review  

and update of TMP;  
extensive consultation

WE ARE  
HERE

County of Simcoe Consultation

Provincial Consultation


