


Organizational Overview
Food Partners Alliance of Simcoe County 



A Charter for Simcoe County

The Concept of a Charter Begins to Take Root
September 2010— Food Partners Alliance of Simcoe County 
approached the County of Simcoe with the concept of a made-in-
Simcoe County Food and Agriculture Charter.

The Project was Announced
April 18, 2011— Food Partners Alliance organized a Food Matters—
Growing our Strengths conference, at which time, it was announced 
that Simcoe County Council would  provide support for the creation 
of a made-in-Simcoe County Food and Agriculture Charter.

A Steering Committee was Formed 
July 13, 2011— The Simcoe County Food and Agriculture Charter 
met for the first time and adopted a work plan and sub-committees 
to move the initiative forward. 



A Charter for Simcoe County

County Residents Cultivate First Draft
January 04, 2012— An online and in-print survey ran from January 
4, 2012 until March 8, 2012. 
February 21, 2012— A Visioning Day session was hosted to foster 
community participation.

Further Stakeholder Engagement, Reporting on 
Findings, and Drafting of Charter in 3-Phases 
March 2012 — May 2012

A First Draft Simcoe County Food and Agriculture 
Charter is Approved 
June 05, 2012— A first-draft Simcoe County Food and Agriculture 
Charter was approved for distribution to the public for vetting and 
comment.



Charter Officially Launched

February 2013



The Simcoe County Food 

and Agriculture Charter

 A document that outlines the vision and 

principles about food that our community 

considers most important. 

 A guide for making decisions, intended to 

improve the local food system for all residents 

of Simcoe County. 

 It was created by the community, for the 

community and anyone can carry out the vision 

and principles through their work, life, and 

leisure activities.

 The Charter covers 6 principles



Charter Principles

Equal Access to Healthy and Personally Acceptable Food 
for All

A Close-Knit Community Achieved through a Celebration 
of Food and Culture

Long-Term Economic Growth and Prosperity



Charter Principals 

Agricultural Sustainability

Environmental Responsibility

Increased Education and Skills Development for a 
Healthier Community



About the Food Partners Alliance

The Food Partners Alliance of Simcoe County is

a multi-sector organization whose primary purpose is

to work together and provide leadership to build a

sustainable and equitable food system, from research

to field, to table.



Goals

To support the implementation of the Simcoe

County Food and Agriculture Charter by:

 Increasing awareness about the needs in Simcoe County 
related to its food and agriculture systems;

 Building partnerships and providing leadership for 
initiatives that support Charter principals;

 Tracking and reporting progress on initiatives that support 
the Charter. 



Current Members



Past Members

Sustainable 

Severn Sound



Yes, but what do they 

DO?



FPA.SIMCOE.CA



Online Calendar—FPA.SIMCOE.CA



Twitter— @FPASimcoeCounty

https://twitter.com/FPAsimcoecounty
https://twitter.com/FPAsimcoecounty


Food Matters Column 



Additional Media Outreach 

 News Releases

 Proclamations 

 PSAs

 Special Interest Pieces/Advertising 



Event Attendance 





Award Objectives 

Celebrate local food and agriculture

Increase awareness of work being 
done within the local food system

Foster community involvement and 
participation to raise the profile of 

the Charter and its principles



Available Awards 
Award Categories by Charter Principle

Equal Access to Healthy and Personally Acceptable 
Food for All

Best Community Garden

Community Appreciation Award— For Work Improving 
Equal Access

A Close-Knit Community Achieved through a 
Celebration of Food and Culture

Buy Local Champion

Best Event Celebrating Culture and Local Food

Long-Term Economic Growth and Prosperity

Best Local Food Retailer

Best Local Food Restaurant/Caterer



Identification of Awards and Criteria
Award Categories by Charter Principle

Agricultural Sustainability

Community Appreciation Award—Thank Your Friendly 
Local Farmer

Best Agricultural Club or Association

Young Farmer’s Award & Junior Farmer’s Award 

Environmental Responsibility

Best Environmental Champion— Individual

Best Environmental Champion— Organization

Increased Education and Skills Development for a 
Healthier Community

Best School Program

Best Community-Based Food-Skills Development 
Program



Past Champions Improving Equal Access

• Anglican Parish of Penetanguishene Free Community Breakfast 
Club

• Barrie District Hunters and Anglers Conservation Club 

• Captulpa Community Support Services – CAPC Bradford/Alliston

• Captulpa Community Support Services – CAPC
Simcoe County

• Catherine Vokes

• Courtney O'Neill (South Georgian Bay Community Health Centre)

• FruitShare Barrie

• Gary Machan

• Georgian Bay Food Alliance

• Georgian Good Food Box

• Jardin du Village/Eco-Huronie

• Lesley McMullin (South Georgian Bay Community Health Centre)

• Nancy Gallant, (Living Faith Community Presbyterian Church)

• Nicholyn Farms Lunch Program

• Northern Organics

• Orillia & Area Good Food Box

• Orillia Food Council 

• Sharing Place Food Bank

• Theo Schapp (Glen Huron Apples and Cold Storage Ltd.)

• Township of Adjala-Tosorontio



Want to get involved?

 Visit FPA.SIMCOE.CA to check out our local events calendar to participate in 

clubs, events, and activities that support Charter principals.

 Conversely, share your organization’s events with the FPA and we will add 

them to our calendar and tweet them out, email 

 Follow us on Twitter @FPASimcoeCounty

 Endorse the Simcoe County Food and Agriculture Charter to show your support

 Nominate someone for a Charter Champion Award today!

 Consider becoming a member of the Food Partners Alliance of Simcoe County


