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IN THE MATTER OF subsection 17(40) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as 
amended 
Appellant: County of Simcoe 
Appellant: Midhurst Development Doran Road Inc., and Carson Road 

Development Inc.  
Appellant: Midhurst Rose Alliance Inc. 
Appellant:  Township of Springwater 
Subject: Failure of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing  

to announce a decision respecting the Official Plan for  
the County of Simcoe 

Municipality:  County of Simcoe 
OMB Case No.:  PL091167 
OMB File No.:  PL091167 

 

  
 
A P P E A R A N C E S :  
 
Parties 
 
See Attachment 1 

 

MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY M. A. SILLS AND SYLVIA 
SUTHERLAND ON APRIL 19, 2013 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

[1] This was the second pre-hearing conference (“PHC”) related to the new County 

of Simcoe Official Plan (“OP”) and Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

(“GP”) conformity exercise for the County of Simcoe (“County”). 

[2]  Sandy Agnew, a representative of AWARE Simcoe, presented the Board with a 

letter (Exhibit 5) outlining a resolution passed by their Board of Directors at a meeting 

on April 11, 2013.  The Board is being asked “to adjourn this hearing and order the 

County of Simcoe to undertake whatever public consultation the Chair deems 

necessary”. 
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[3]  Roger Beaman, counsel for the County, submitted that there have been 

numerous public sessions related to this matter and there has been ample opportunity 

for the public to obtain information about the proposed new OP over the past several 

years.   

[4]   The Board orders that the request for an adjournment is denied.  The Board is 

satisfied that the requirements for public consultation have been satisfactorily met.  

Moreover, AWARE Simcoe has sought participant status in this matter and the Board’s 

Rules of Practice and Procedure does not extend a right of request for an adjournment 

to a participant in a proceeding.  That aside, this matter has now been placed in the 

hands of the Board and the proceedings are open to the public.  As such, there is 

nothing further to be gained by delaying these proceedings and/or directing the County 

to hold a public meeting.   

[5]    The primary purpose of this PHC was to finalize the appellant and party list, and 

to establish a timetable for dealing with motions and the finalization of the participant 

list.  Accordingly, the Board directs as follows: 

1. The list of appellants and parties to this matter as established by 

Schedules “A” and “B”, respectively, and appended to this order as 

Attachment 2, are approved, and as approved are finalized.  No further 

additions to these lists will be permitted, save and except by order of the 

Board.  Any individual or organization seeking to be added to these lists 

will be required to bring a motion before the Board. 

2. The list of individuals and/or organizations to be granted participant status 

will be determined and finalized at the next PHC scheduled to commence 

on June 20, 2013. 

3. Motions arising out of the appeal by the Midhurst Ratepayers’ Association 

(Appeal No.16) and/or the appeal by 1091402 Ontario Ltd. (Appeal No. 

20) are returnable at the next PHC scheduled to commence on June 20, 

2013. 

4. In this regard, the Midhurst Ratepayers’ Association is directed to provide 

and circulate the mapping associated with their appeal. 
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5. The parties are encouraged to pursue mediation as a means to resolve all 

or part of their respective appeals.  Requests for Board-assisted mediation 

are to be copied to Mr. Wilson Lee, Associate Chair of the Ontario 

Municipal Board. 

6. The issues lists and procedural order are to be finalized at the next PHC 

scheduled to commence on June 20, 2013.  In this regard, Mr. Beaman 

will circulate a draft procedural order (“PO”) for consideration by the 

parties within the next couple of weeks.  The parties are expected to make 

every attempt to refine the issues list in advance of this PHC.  The draft 

PO is to be provided to the Board by no later than June 17, 2013. 

[7]  A further two days, Thursday, August 29, 2013 and Friday, August 30, 2013 

have been set aside for a fourth PHC on this matter.  The County is to confirm the 

venue and arrangements for this PHC.  No further notice will be provided. 

[8] In all other aspects, the Official Plan of the County of Simcoe is approved with 

the exception of the sections under appeal as set out in Attachments “E” and “E-1” 

appended to this order as Attachment 3, for the lands described in Attachment 4 to this 

order.   

[9] The PHC scheduled to commence on Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. 

will be held at: 

Nottawasaga Inn and Conference Centre 
6015 Highway 89 

Alliston, ON 

                                                                           “M. A. Sills” 

                                                                            M. A. SILLS 
                                                                            MEMBER 
 

                                                                            “Sylvia Sutherland” 

                                                                             SYLVIA SUTHERLAND 
                                                                             MEMBER 
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    ATTACHMENT 1 
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     ATTACHMENT 2 
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     ATTACHMENT 3 
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     ATTACHMENT 4 
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